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The series

Next Left, Next Europe

In 2009, FEPS launched a call for papers addressing PhD and PhD candidates to 

elaborate on how they saw Europe in a decade, within the framework of its [Next Left] 

programme, run under the leadership of former Austrian Chancellor Alfred GUSENBAUER. 

The first release of Queries contains a selection of the most interesting pieces.

Contents: Future of Social Europe | Changing European Society | Green Agenda for 

a Sustainable Europe | Europe of Democracy and Civic Participation | International 

Responsibility of Europe in a Global Age

The next wave of emancipation

Since the beginning FEPS has been strongly involved in a debate on gender 

equality, which in fact was one of the very first projects that it established. This issue 

reviews the history of the struggle for gender equality in national member states, in 

Europe and elaborates on the progressive agenda for the future.

Contents: Gender sensitive, progressive Europe | A commitment that arises from a 

century struggle | Stronger from the past, encouraging experiences | The next agenda 

for changing society
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What comes before, what comes NEXT
A tribute to Tony JUDT

Queries serving as a guideline in selecting themes and articles that pose the most 

crucial questions and can stimulate an intellectual debate, it comes with no surprise 

that this issue commemorates late Tony Judt and his work. As Ernst STETTER, FEPS 

Secretary General writes, the last book of Tony Judt, “Ill Fares the Land”, poses an extra

ordinary challenge. This very particular intellectual testament of an outstanding 

academic and universalist socialist encompasses a fair, though bitter, assessment of 

today’s world. It touches upon the mission that a renewed social democracy must 

embark upon in order to reverse the negative processes corroding our societies, through 

respecting all the achievements of past generations and being optimistic about the 

chances for the progressives to succeed in the future. This motivated the title of this issue.
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The Next global deal

The Next global deal

New answers seem indispensible in times in which people lose their confidence in 

international institutions, their governments and politicians in general. Their detachment 

and scepticism about politics can be overcome once the democratic rules are put back 

in place, as far as global governance and European decision making processes are 

concerned. The disastrous consequences of the recent financial, economic and social 

crisis exposed the bankruptcy of today’s’ world order, dominated by neo-liberal 

ideologies. Its inability to respond to global challenges makes it inadequate for the 21st 

century. But recognising this is not enough; Europe and the world need a new, feasible 

agenda. For FEPS this is both a challenge and a chance to present our NEXT Global Deal.

Contents: Preface by Joseph E. STIGLITZ | Regulating and taxing the system | The 

New Global Deal | A new political economic response | Conference Report
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Next Left: Social Progress in 21st century

A decade into the new century, Europe is beset by a striking mood of social pessimism. 49% of EU 
citizens believe they will be worse off in 20 years time, with majorities perceiving the rise of emerging 
economies as direct threats to their living standards. Such anxiety presents a particularly de-
habilitating political problem for social democracy. Historically, the promise of social progress has 
been a powerful force in all of its projects, and a cornerstone to the movement’s political offer. 
Overwhelming disbelief in the primacy of political ideas and the ability of politicians to make a 
difference has translated into voter resignation and subsequently to widespread withdrawal from 
political life. This loss of trust, the single most important source of capital in politics, and erosion of 
citizenship therefore opens this issue of Queries.

Regaining credibility is naturally a question of constructing a vision that inspires people to collectively 
reengage with each other and break out of the vicious circle of fatalism. This is a historical dare for 
social democracy; a political movement which desperately needs to reclaim the mantle of progress 
in the aftermath of the economic crisis. The public increasingly seem to share the view that calamitous 
overspending on social policy brought about the current malaise, with the welfare state portrayed as 
anachronistic, inefficient and unsustainable. The authors in the first section on Social Investment 
therefore revisit some ideas from the beginning of this century in an effort to renew thinking devoted 
to Europe’s fragile social contract.

These proposals connect with the subsequent observations on the transformation of work and its 
meaning. Work is no longer debated in the context of values, it no longer defines one’s existence - it 
has become a means for economic survival. Labour market polarization, discrepancies in working 
conditions and growing income inequalities have led to growing divergences between employees 
and workers. Social democracy no longer has one class to address – there are now many different 
groups, which progressives have not yet learnt how to simultaneously represent. In the Understanding 
modern workplace section some proposals can be found on how to tackle these myriad challenges.

Last but not least, both elements, social investment and workplace, can only constitute the core of a 
renewed agenda if they are completed by a third policy pillar – namely social care. This is the most 
prominent area of  struggle for social democracy, as it asks how far the movement is ready to revisit 
and re-interpret its core values of equality, solidarity and social justice. The section on social care 
therefore serves as a critical summary and provides an excellent cliff-hanger for further work.

The contributions to this issue of Queries are the results of a symposium that took place in London in 
March this year as a joint contribution to the FEPS Next Left research programme and Policy Network 
– Wiardi Beckman Stichting Amsterdam Process. The political circumstances and academic inspiration 
that dictated the theme and framed the debate are reflected upon in the foreword of Ernst STETTER 
and in the introductory texts by Alfred GUSENBAUER, Olaf CRAMME and René CUPERUS, and Patrick 
DIAMOND. Outlining an agenda based on three-pillars, this issue aspires to  contribute to a debate 
on both the future of Europe and the renewal of social democracy.

Ania SKRZYPEK, FEPS Policy Advisor – Managing Editor of Queries

Michael McTERNAN, Policy Network Senior Editorial and Communications Manager


